Untreated severe-to-profound hearing loss and the cochlear implant situation: how policy and practice are disabling New Zealand society.
As a signatory to Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities, Aotearoa New Zealand aims to be a "non-disabling society-a place where disabled people have an equal opportunity to achieve their goals and aspirations". Yet many adult New Zealanders with severe-to-profound hearing loss (SPHL) due to sensorineural deterioration over time are being denied timely access to publicly funded cochlear implants. This presents a serious inequity in Aotearoa New Zealand's health system and contravenes disability and human rights principles. For Māori affected by SPHL, this brings additional challenges along with broader impacts on Māori health and development. These issues are investigated through a self-case study together with a review of relevant evidence-based research and public policy.